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The Horiora6le E. Scott Pruitt 
Administrafior 
Erivironmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NVV 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Administrator Ptuitt: 

 ^ited,^^^^^tc^ ^ cflatc 
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April 13, , 2O I 8 

I •am writing to you following a Washfngton i'`ost article entitled, "Scott Pruitt has four d'zfferent 
EPA eniail addresses. Lawmakers want to know why," dated^April 12, 20I8. 

The Post report alleges that you:have four off cial email accotznts. If also claims that unnamed 
officials at the Environmental L'rotection Agency (EPA) are concerned that the agency may not 
have searched all these eimail aceot^nts when responding to Freedom ofInfoimation Act (FOIA) 
requests. The artiele quotes, Steve Fine, EPA's acting chief inforination offlcer, "ivho explained 
that: "When EPA recetves a FOIA request ccinccrning the Adrninistrator ?s emails, all accbunts 
associated are searched before we respond to that request," 

Subsequently, rahan Wilcox, an EPA spokesman, stated that; `°The EPA maintains t̀hree email 
accounts :which are attributed to Adininistrator Pruitl: two are used by staff for calendaring and 
public correspondence, the third is used by the Administrator:. A fourth email account was 
created €or use by the Administrator but was superseded and never used beyond three test emails. 
When We receive a FOIA request all accoitnts aTe -searched before we respond to tho FOIA 
request." 

During your confirmation. hearinl;r I specifically asked you to x`refrain from taking any..,.action 
that makes it difftcult,or irnpossible for the public to access your official written cotnniunications 
under the Freedom of Ixiforrnation Act:" You a,greed to m.y request. Can you affirm that EPA 
does in fact search all your official email accounts when responding ta FOIA recluests? As part 
of your response; plcase includc a list of all oI`ficiAl email accounts that you use. 

Thanlc you for your consideration, and I look forward to your prompt response: 

Sincerely, 

4 l n Barrassd, M.D. 
Ohairman 
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UNITED STATES. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON D.C. 20460

OFRCE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION 

The Honorable John Barrasso 
Chairman 
Committee on Environment and Public Works 
United States Senate 
WashIngton. D.C. 20510 

Dear Chairman Barrasso: 

Thank you for your April 13. 2Q18, letter regarding the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOLA) and for the opportunity to provideclarity on Administrator Pruitt's email accounts. The 
Administratorasked me to respond on his behalf. My ollice creates all EPA email accounts, 
including those usd by the Administrator, and is responsible for conducting the email searches 
in response to FOIA requeSts and Congressional inquiries. 

Since Administrator Browner's tenure (l9932001). the EPA has maintained secondary 
accounts for all Admihistrâtors; One account would follow the EPA's standard naming 
convention, sich as pruitLscottcpa.gov , and erve as the public's primary measofemaiIing 
the Administrator. The extremely high volume of eorrcspOncknCe received in the primary 
account - as many as 1.5 million emails annually - necessitates the use Of secondary accounts 
for routine comñiunications. forexample, with senio staff and . agency personneL All 
Administrators since Administrator Browner have used secondary email accounts. 

When Administrator Pi-uitt began his tenure at the EPA, staff created his primary email 
account (pruitLscotiepa.gov ) and a second account for scheduling purposes. Staff later created 
an account intended for the Administrator's day-to-day communications (esp7epa.gov 1 ), an 

account he never used. Staff then deated the account lie uses for day-to-day communications, 
F1owever. that. must now be changed. 

The ageflcy stands by the commitment Administrator Pruitt made to you during his 
confirmation hearing regarding public access to his records. As long as EPA Administrators 
have had secondary email accounts, EPA staff have routinely searched requested accounts in 

The only emails sent frOm that account were three "tests' emails my information technology 
staff sent to confirm functionality when the account was initially created. 

Internet Address tURL) • htlpu/www.epa.9OV
Recyciedt1cCyCIabIO Pdnted wah Iogetabte Oil Based Inks on 100% PostconsUrnor Process CWoinO FroO Hecycld Paper



response to FOlA and Congressional inquiries. That practice hasnot changed under 
Administrator Piuitt s leadership However, in response to youi concein, m y office is 
conducting a full review of the searches conducted regarding FOJA requests seeking. 
Administrator Pruitt's:reco.rds. If additional responsive documents exist, we will contact the 
relevant reqiesters, and we will update you once our review is complete. Further, we are 
reviewing our processes and will make any appropriate improvements. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you or yourstaff have additional questions 
regarding this issue,

S TEVE N F I N E Digitally signed by STEVEN FINE 
Date: 2018.04.18 19:10:17 

- -0400 

Steve Fine 

Deputy Chief Information Officer
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